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Hello! 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter, which will keep you up to date on what we’re doing to keep commu-
nities safe in Colchester. It will focus on: 

• The work of the Community Policing Team and Local Policing Team 
• Crime trends 
• Crime prevention 
• How you can contact us 

The Community Policing Team includes the Town Centre Proactive Team.  Their work includes responding 
to issues and carrying out proactive work, including public engagement, crime prevention, crime disrup-
tion, and safeguarding vulnerable people. The teams include specialist Missing Persons and Children’and 
Young Person officers, who work with partners in education and social care to protect vulnerable people 
from harm. 

The Local Policing Team’s main role is to respond to calls for assistance from members of the public, but 
they also carry out proactive patrols. 

Our Colchester community and local policing officers are supported by detectives working in the Criminal 
Investigation Department, Domestic Abuse Investigation Team, and Crime and Public Protection Command.  
They investigate the more serious crimes that occur in north Essex, safeguard victims and bring offenders 
to justice.   

Our priorities —in partnership with the Community Safety Partnership—mirror the Essex Police Force Plan 
for 2020/21 

 

Colchester has a very clear focus on: 

Violence – disrupting those who commit serious organised crime and to dismantle the supply of controlled 
drugs in the district. We will target those who carry knives and commit violence, ensuring Colchester re-
mains a safe place for all.   

Vulnerability – we will ensure we engage with our communities to understand their needs and deliver po-
licing to safeguard those who are vulnerable in our community.   

Victims – we will provide victims with a first-class service.   

Visibility – we will be visible in our communities to provide reassurance and reduce the fear of crime. 

 

 

To investigate and tackle: 
  
• Violence in all its forms 
• Online crime 
• Anti-social behaviour 
• Gangs and organised crime 
• Safety/crime on the roads 
• Domestic abuse 
• Burglary 

  

 
To support and protect: 
  
• Children and vulnerable people 
• Victims of crime 
• Visible policing in communities 
  



 

Dear All, 

 

The team continue to strive to keep the public of 

Colchester safe throughout the pandemic. Officers 

are issued with appropriate Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) to keep themselves and the public 

we come into contact safe.  

The Community Policing Team provide regular visi-

ble patrols across the district in conjunction with 

COVID 19 patrol plan and investigate reports of anti

-social behaviour across the district. 

Our Local Policing Teams respond to emergency  

incidents 24/7 and investigate the volume crime 

matters. 

 

There are a number of ways to report incidents to Essex Police, dialling 999 

for an emergency incident or 101 for an non emergency. 

 

What classes as an emergency incident?  

Does it feel like the situation could get heated or violent very soon? Is some-

one in immediate danger? Do you need support right away? 

 

I would encourage non emergency incidents, concerns or reports of Anti-

social behaviour to be reported online at www.essex.police.uk. 

There is also a ‘live Chat’ facility available to speak to a member of our team. 

 

 

 

Colchester District has seen a decrease in all recorded crime from Decem-

ber 2019 to 2020 by 7.3%.  

 

HELP NEEDED—How can my teams best engage with you as the community 

we serve efficiently and effectively? We use social media, newsletter, part-

nership meetings, parish council, Neighbourhood watch, radio just to name a 

few!  

 

We would welcome suggestions on how to further engage with all of our 

community by emailing: Colchestercommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk 

 

T/Chief Inspector Jon 

Evans 

 

“We are here to help you, 

keep you safe and catch 

criminals”.   



Three Cannabis factories found in January 

Colchester community policing team have taken over 2,000 can-

nabis plants off of the streets this month valued near to half a 

million pounds! 

It started at a warrant being executed by the team at the old rec-

tory, Spring lane, Colchester whereby in excess of 1,800 plants 

were recovered. Three males were arrested and have since been 

charged and remanded in custody.  

We then received some intelligence to say there was a factory in 

a flat located on top of a care home in Highwoods. Over 40 plants 

were found to be growing in the property. A male has been ar-

rested and remains under investigation in regards to this.  

To end the month acting after community intelligence the team 

executed a warrant on The Willows, finding over 300 plants being 

grown. A man has been arrested, charged and remanded in custo-

dy in regards to this.  

These factories are linked to organised crime groups who profit 

from these illegal activities.  

Patrolling our beautiful villages 

This month we have been enjoying patrolling 

our beautiful villages and rural towns. We have 

also emailed all of our parish councils and held 

online Q&A sessions for all of our rural villages 

and towns to give them the opportunity to ex-

plain and discuss any issues they have within the 

rural communities.  We continue to patrol all 

areas of our district so if you see us out and 

about please say hello or give us a wave. 

Dealing with Anti social behaviour  

Following reports of anti social driving around Stanes park, Stanway 

we have put up signage that will warn drivers if their vehicles are driv-

en in an anti social manner they could be seized under section 59 po-

lice reform act 2002.  

Regular patrols take place to reduce this behaviour and we work 

closely with Colchester borough council, the safer Colchester partner-

ship and the local neighbourhood watch schemes to tackle ASB in all 

areas of the town.  



Some of this months activity on social media 



Weapon Surrender scheme 

In a bid to make our streets safer the new 
offensive weapons act makes it illegal to 
possess a range of weapons in your home, 
which were previously legal to own.  

If you own certain style knives, even for 
decoration they could now be illegal to 
have in your house. The government is 
offering compensation for the surrender 
of these weapons before 9th March 2021.  

For more information on what items are 
now illegal to own and also the surrender 
scheme please check the following web-
site : https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/offensive-weapons-act-
surrender-and-compensation-scheme 

 

Staying safe online  

There is a new website called OMEGLE.COM which allows users to log in to web cam chats 
and chat groups without having to register. An incident involving a young child being coerced 
into exposing themselves online and being exposed to males engaging in sexual activity has 
been reported to the police. The description given by the website is: Omegle is a free online 

chat website that allows users to socialize with others without the need to register. The ser-
vice randomly pairs users in one-on-one chat sessions where they chat anonymously using 
the names "You" and "Stranger" or "Stranger 1" and "Stranger 2" in the case of Spy mode. 

This means that this website could be accessed by anyone with any intention without person-
al information needing to be handed over. The website is not based in the UK meaning that 

any young persons who log on are likely to be talking to persons from all over the world.  

This website can be easily accessed by anyone and maybe a trend amongst young persons. 
Please be vigilant and ensure that the correct safeguards and precautions are being taken. 
With the correct safety settings on WIFI and parental controls the website will likely be 
blocked. We are unsure on how young persons are aware of the website and how they are ac-
cessing it at this time but Investigations are ongoing into these incidents.  
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